
we are having all the children 

in one class for the 4 years 

and the 5 years. Having more 

enrolment in the preschool 

will, in the future create more 

job opportunities especially to 

young women who are willing 

to teach children. More work in 

the garden will increase coop-

eration between school and 

parents or, funds permitting, 

we may create jobs 

for gardener(s). 

Since our small 

beginning, we have 

started to dream 

big.  We consider 

Matjana Preschool 

being one of the 

places which will 

have lot of facili-

ties like a comput-

There is a secret which has 

kept us going at Matjana Pre-

school. It’s unbelievable. It is 

our 8th year since we started 

in 2007. Just to bring back a 

picture of Matjana Preschool 

where it comes from, the 

school started in a hut made 

of stick and mud with no prop-

er classroom materials. Now 

we are teaching from a big 

class with lot of free space 

enabling children to explore. 

 Previously it was enrolling 19 - 

22 children yet now its enrol-

ling 30 kids– and turning chil-

dren away because we no long-

er have room to accommodate 

all of them. So you can see the 

differences, we are talking of a 

school which has achieved a 

lot. We think it is wise for us to 

tell out the future of the school 

and the teachers 

because we have a 

dream.  

 

Future plans for the 

school  

The school needs 

to build another 

classroom to divide 

children. Currently 
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er room. It will work as our slogan 

suggest, big things begin small.  

We will start by a group of few to 

have computer lessons. We hope 

Ministry of Education will take 

preschools serious thus hiring 

teachers permanently and the 

Find us at: http://www.matjanapreschool.org-a.googlepages.com/home or email mbrear@matjanapreschool.org to subscribe to our 

NAME:  

MEANING:   

FAVOURITES AT SCHOOL: 

FAVOURITE FOOD: 

WANTS TO BE  A:  

DREAMS AND GOALS:  

M E E T  T H E   

M A T J A N A  

T E A C H E R S  

Ncobile Mbonane 

Conquered 

Joking a lot with kids 

Pap and beans 

Businesswoman                             

Would like to stand on my own 

Swane Mbonane 

A baby 

Singing rhymes with kids 

Spaghetti and minced meat 

School Inspector 

Eager to know and learn more 

Fortunate Sihlongonyane 

‘Nonhlanhla’ 

Reading stories to kids 

Emasi (sour milk) 

Head of Govt Early Childhood 

I'm dreaming big  

Parents starting the preschool garden Our first students in the stick and mud hut 



W E  H A V E  A  D R E A M  

preschool will be a better place for every 

child to enrol. 

Helping the kids who need it most 

We are really willing to help the vulnera-

ble children with no parents at home to 

take care;- and there are many in our 

community. We are already doing it; so 

they come for lessons and food from our 

kitchen. Another plan is to  make the 

garden raise school funds not only pro-

ducing healthy food for the students, but 

more to sell so the money can be used by 

the school in daily basic needs. 

Fundraising 

Matjana Preschool is a non-profit organi-

sation. So we are having plans on how to 

get money in the future. At the latest 

committee workshop we discussed about 

fundraising.  We planned to have a big 

day when local women, girls and boys will 

come and dance for the audience. Other 

activities will include buying and selling of 

fruits and traditional food, and competi-

tions like eat an apple tied on a string. All 

the money collected will go to the school 

account to operate and improve the 

school.  

Adult education 

We are planning to have more workshops 

with committee or local preschool teach-

ers to share ideas. For the committee 

workshop we are will have one each term 

time which means at least three work-

shops per year. For the teacher workshop 

it is still in process. We’d also like to con-

tribute to educating adults in the commu-

nity, for example teaching computers. 

MATJANA TEACHERS AND THEIR DREAMS 

All along we have been hearing from the 

kids of Matjana Preschool. In this news-

letter we will hear from the teachers. The 

school has got three teachers and they 

are all young women.  Each and every 

teacher has her own perspectives, ideas 

and dreams their own future and the 

future of Matjana Preschool. Let us hear 

what they have to say. 

Ncobile has been teaching at Matjana Pre-

school for eight years. She started in 2007 

teaching with Michelle (a volunteer working 

and helping Matjana Preschool). And has 

since completed a Diploma of Early Child-

hood Education and gained a lot of experi-

ence on the job, including how to win 

friends and influence people at the Region-

al Office for Education. She is the head 

teacher. 

What have you gained? 

I have gained more knowledge about how 

to deal with different types of children with 

different needs. I also know how to 

handle children who are shy or qui-

et. Knowledge I acquired is also 

based on corporal punishment 

which is an issue in Swaziland. Chil-

dren are hit, even in preschool. Now 

I know that children can learn with-

out being hit. 

As children are coming from differ-

ent backgrounds, I have learnt that 

when you are a friend with them 

they are free to tell you everything 

and they learn more. 

Have you encountered any difficul-

ties? 

I have encountered some difficulties 

especially in children. It is hard to deal with 

young ones. Some children are stubborn 

and it is very hard to work with them but as 

a preschool teacher you do everything to 

make the child understands. You need to 

be patient when working with children. 

Your interests and future plans? 

I am still interested in working with children. 

Teaching is not an easy task but I see my-

self running big business. I am willing to 

own a preschool and I know all the neces-

sary requirements needed and the skills 

needed in class. 
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Teacher Ncobile Mbonane loves her students and colleagues so much she brings her 

birthday cake to school to share with them! 

And she takes her training seriously– being 8.5 

months pregnant wasn’t enough to keep her away 

from a training workshop 



Fortunate Sihlongonyane is taking her 

seventh year in the Preschool. So she is 

not new in the field. She has worked with 

Ncobile all this years but later joined by 

another teacher you will hear of after. 

She is also the school treasurer. 

What have you gained? 

I’ve gained a lot of working with kids. At 

first I was not really sure of myself in a 

group of little children . I had been with 

children at home but the fact that I had to 

teach them, was bringing fear, like will I 

manage? It’s now my seventh year with 

children so my fear is taken away. 

Working with people around the commu-

nity was a great experience.  When I grew 

up I had that mentality of big decisions  

being taken by  old people. But I’ve real-

ised that everyone is important . Now I 

strongly believe I’m a figure in the com-

munity. I gained social experience inter-

acting with parents and other teachers. 

Academically, I’ve gained education, now 

I hold a diploma in Early Childhood Edu-

cation. It’s a small beginning but it’s a big 

thing in our culture and environment. 

Preschool teachers are often old mothers 

with little education.  

Are there any difficulties so far?  

Being raised in a family of boys, it was 

hard for me to work with women. It was 

always coming to my mind, ‘what is she 

thinking of me? Am I doing 

the right thing? What can I 

do to make her my friend?’ 

In my first year I was not 

sure of my self. Since then  

I can see we are all women 

and work together. Devel-

oping a relationship with 

people you are working with 

is the best solution to social 

problems. Minor difficulties 

I encounter in school chil-

dren but since I have 

knowledge in dealing with 

kids, it’s easy. 

Interest and future 

I’m interested in furthering my studies that I 

have started. I also want to see Matjana 

Preschool the best preschool in the country. 

I see myself being called by govt ministers 

because they want to enrol their children .I 

see myself the best teacher under the facul-

ty of Early Childhood Education. I’m willing 

to share whatever I’ve gained to other peo-

ple who are also willing to learn, that is 

passing my knowledge, not to be a selfish 

somebody. 

It’s Swane Mbonane’s third year at Matjana 

preschool. She is currently in her second 

year of Diploma studies. So Matjana Pre-

school will have 3 qualified teachers. She is 

the school secretary. 

What have you gained? 

I am able to deal with children from differ-

ent backgrounds. The behaviour of younger 

children is different from older children. 

From the young group, their behaviour is 

different. I have learnt to respect each and 

everybody’s character, the way a person 

reacts and try to understand that particular 

child. Through working with people and 

kids, I gained confidence. Now I can speak 

up in a large group of people like a meeting. 

Are there any difficulties so far? 

Yes I did face some challenges my first time 

to teach in the preschool as I didn’t know 

anything about children. I was taking care 

of my sister’s child but I didn’t have an idea 

of handling a child in a classroom. With the 

help of the other teachers, I manage to 

learn other things. The most important thing 

which helps me is going to the college. 

Where I am training there are a lot of skills 

shared that help me deal with classroom 

problems I encounter at Matjana. 

Interest and future 

I would like to continue working with young 
ones. I’m also interested in furthering my 
studies and hold a bachelor in Early Child-
hood Education and be an inspector. I want 
learn computers. 
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Teacher Fortunate Sihlongonyane’s in her element when 

she’s sharing her knowledge with her students 

In the playground teacher Swane is all fun and games, but when it comes to her college 

study, she’s 100% serious 
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Matjana Preschool is aiming high. Teachers of Matjana Preschool are all aiming high. We 
believe their dreams will come true. Let them work together to make things happen. 


