
the school grounds. All 31 chil-

dren were present and their 

parents. Only 21 children were 

ready to go the primary school 

and the 10 will repeat because 

of their age. Not only the par-

ents of the children attended  

the graduation ceremony but 

the people of the community 

were also there to witness eve-

rything done on this day. 

Luckily the weather was not 

bad which made the day a 

good one. We commenced at 

10 a.m. with singing and pray-

ing from Matjana Preschool 

kids. They sang Christian 

songs.  

They have good voices which 

shows that they have been 

practicing hard at school. They 

demonstrated their skills to 

When you work, you expect 

an award at the end. Even if 

it’s not money but everything 

has its own benefit. It might 

be a bonus, certificate or any 

other reward. This is the 

same with Matjana Pre-

school. From January to De-

cember, 31 children attend-

ing the school had been wait-

ing for the day, which is their 

graduation. They always long 

for this day where they get 

their award in the form of certif-

icates. 

Most Swazi people would say 

once a child graduates from a 

preschool, wearing a gradua-

tion gown, it shows that the 

future of the child is clear and 

one day the child would be a 

graduate at the university or 

college (big things begin small). 

That is why most parents are 

happy when the see their chil-

dren graduating. It’s like their 

dreams about 

their children 

are coming true 

at that moment. 

Matjana Pre-

school had its 

7th graduation 

on the 3 De-

cember 2013 in 
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their parents.  One student pre-

tended to be a teacher, asking 

the other children questions 

based on daily skills, for example 

letters of the alphabets. Doing 

this also build the children’s self 

NAME:  
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M E E T  T H E   

M A T J A N A  

K I D S  

Sibandze Khulekani 

Knocking for welcome 

Pegs game 

Beans 

Soldier 

Quiet but smart, he is going to 

be a star and shine . 

Tsabedze Bong’menzi 

We thank the creator 

Soccer 

Buns 

 Bus conductor 

Very shy ,wonder how is he 

going to work with people 

Dlamini Fezile 

Will is done 

Threading 

Rice and meat 

Teacher 

Seems she is a big lady yet 

young, she will be back 
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confidence, so that they are not afraid to 

stand in front of others. As teaching is 

also  daily skills, children also showed 

their mathematics skills too, that singing 

counting songs. 

The songs were followed by parading 

which also builds up high self-esteem to 

the children. Girls did drum majorettes 

(girl’s march). This was followed by a play 

where they named the importance of 

going to a preschool as now in Swaziland 

there is free primary education, so par-

ents would like to send their children to 

primary skipping the preschool level.  

Boys marched like soldiers. The kids like 

to say, “I want to be a soldier when I 

grow up.” The boys were happy to march 

like soldiers. We did have speakers, a 

parent’s representative and teacher’s 

representative in between the perfor-

mances. A nice poem was presented to 

the audience and it was about Matjana 

Preschool being a flower garden, wa-

tered by the teachers and the children 

were the flowers.  

Even the Matjana Preschool teachers 

showed us their dancing skills. Parents 

could not believe their eyes! Matja-

na Preschool girls could not be left 

out in dancing. 

The last but not least items were 

the traditional dances from In Swazi 

rural preschools, this is a favourite 

because they also do it in the vil-

lage. Matjana Preschool is one of 

the best schools in traditional songs 

(if they were to compete). Parents 

praise their children during these danc-

es. It was a splendid performance by the 

children.  

Our guest speaker, head teacher Matja-

na Primary gave an encouraging speech 

before presenting the certificates. We 

are glad she mentioned that Matjana 

Preschool will work together with Matja-

na Primary school in cultivating the fu-

ture of the kids.  

Of course it can not be a party without 

food. We refreshed with rice, roasted 

meat and salad from the kitchen. Thanks 

to the cookers and all the kids who made 

2014 a special year. 
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After six years of hard work at Matjana Pre-

school, teacher Fortunate Sihlongoyane’s 

dedication and hard work have been recog-

nised by an Australian  teacher who visited 

the school in June 2013. She invited, and 

arranged sponsorship, for a visit to Australia. 

Fortunate completed her Diploma in Early 

Childhood Education last year, as part of her 

work for the school. “I’m so happy to be invit-

ed to Australia,” she said. “I’ve never been 

outside Swaziland and it’s a great opportunity 

to see the world and visit a child care centre 

in Australia and attend a conference.” 

Fortunate will spend about a month at the 

University of Western Sydney Early Learning 

Centre. Director Tessa McGavock spent her 

holidays at Matjana last year and has ar-

ranged attendance at the Early Childhood 

Australia conference in Melbourne. The pair 

will jointly make a presentation about their 

experiences in Swaziland. 

Fortunate is busy sorting out her passport 

and visa applications, and making plans. She 

also hopes to promote Matjana, and visit 

other supporters like the Macquarie Presby-

terian Church. She looks forward to sharing 

Matjana Preschool and Swazi life with the 

rest of the world. 

T E A C H E R  
F O R T U N A T E ’ S  T R I P  
T O  A U S T R A L I A  

Fortunate (R) dancing with fellow teacher 

Ncbile at graduation 
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F U N D R A I S I N G  U P D A T E  

Matjana Preschool starts 2014 with money in the bank and plans for improvements! We received about R15000 from Friends of 

Matjana in Australia before the end of 2013. They collect money in the Australian account throughout the year then transferred it to 

the Swazi account when we were struggling to make it to the end of the year. The money will be used to pay living allowances for 

teachers and other school needs. We give thanks to all the Australians who contributed, especially those that make regular, month-

ly donations.  Our teachers are the foundation of our school, but also our biggest financial expense– we appreciate this support, 

which helps us ensure our teachers don’t go unrewarded.  

Friends of Matjana Preschool also received more donations on our behalf this month. An Australian granny did her annual Christ-

mas-cake bake-up for Matjana and raised AU$1000. We wish we got to taste one of the cakes as well– we think they must be pret-

ty good. Another regular  supporter, Macquarie Presbyterian church, also contributed AU$500. These donations are still in the Aus-

tralian account and will help pay our teachers and cover our expenses during the year..  

We also received lots of fantastic Christmas presents. We received two special donations of AU$100 for past Matjana Preschool 

graduates, to help them buy uniforms and other supplies for Primary School (the government pays their fees, but they need to buys 

uniforms, school shoes and other supplies themselves). One donation went to a boy who graduated in 2012 and the other to a girl 

who graduated this year, after two years at preschool. Thanks to the Australian women who helped these students.  

We also received some Christmas cheer from a woman in Australia who donated R900 to buy each of our students a toy for Christ-

mas. Having a young daughter herself, she know how important toys are, not just for fun but also to help children develop their 

skills. We bought things like colouring pencils, pencil cases, toys cars and dolls.   

A big Christmas gift donation received this year was AU$2000 by a man in the Western Australia. The money was given to help us 

develop the school infrastructure and create a better learning environment for our students. It has already enables us is to wire the 

classroom for electricity– it will be lighted soon and we look forward to the day we can teach our children computers and show 

them the odd educational video. Having electricity will also make the preschool classroom a better resource for community mem-

bers and groups like the health research and action group who use the classroom. With the remaining AU$1200 we’re planning to 

build new outdoor play equipment. The children love the one swing set we have and it’s taught them some valuable lessons about 

sharing. But we’ll be pleased to see them sharing a slippery slide (umshululuti in siSwati) and other outdoor equipment in the very 

near future. We really appreciate this kind of the donation which will make Matjana a better place for kids to learn through play. 

Just when we thought Christmas was over, a couple from Switzerland drop off a suitcase four of sporting clothes and colouring 

equipment. The preschool received 50 colouring books and pencil sets and new balls. The sports clothes, including an set of uni-

forms for a soccer team, soccer boots and t-shirts are a bit big for our pre-schoolers, but we’re sure the local soccer players will love 

them. So we’ve given them to the healthy research and action group who are organising a friendly competition where the clothes 

will be given as prizes. It’s part of their work to promote recreation, and make Ndabeni a great place to live, and follows on from an 

under 15s sports in November last year. We are hoping these friends will come back to visit us in Ndabeni one day, as it was school 

holidays so they didn’t get to see the action. 

We take this opportunity to pass our gratitude to everyone who supported Matjana Preschool from the start of the year 2013 till the 

end, and those who have helped us start 2014 on a high note. We welcome donations in many shapes and sizes– if you would like 

to come and visit or share your skills, please contact us. If you can’t make it to Swaziland but would like to support in our efforts to 

make Matjana Preschool continuously improve, donations can be deposited to the accounts below. 

 
   Swaziland  Australia 

Bank   Standard Bank  The Community Mutual Group 

Account Name:   Matjana Preschool  Friends of Matjana Preschool  

Account Number:   0140078375401  719585 

Bank SWIFT code:   SBICSZMX   - 

BSB Number:   66056441  932000 
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